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Nearly a quarter of a century had since elapsed, and the governor general in
council believed that the time had now come for instituting a further and
more careful investigation into the existing system, and into the results
attained by it, than had hitherto been attempted.®
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The Government of India adopted Sir George Campbell’s views with slight
modifications, and the Dacca, Rajshahye, and Chittagong Madrasas were
the outcome of the decision then arrived at. A dead-weight, however, seems
still to press down the Muhammadan community, the mistake which was
committed in 1872 was not to make English compulsory on all students
who sought middle-class and high education. The consequence is that the
only kind of education which is necessary to enable then to retrieve the
ground they have lost within the last fifty years is in a most unsatisfactory
condition. **
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As regards the educational requirments of the Muhammadans in these
provinces, I do not think government is called upon to undertake any heavy
outlay to carry out its benevolent intentions for promoting mass-education,
as far as the Mussalmans are concerned.™
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... the boys in the last four classes are not allowed to read any but a
vernacular language, and since Hindi has taken the place of Urdu in the
Law Courts, it has been made compulsory that all the boys in the four
junior classes, Muhammadan as well as Hindu, should read Hindi. The
Muhammadan boys in these classes are, however, permitted to read Urdu in
addition to Hindi, and almost all of them do read Urdu, the arrangement
being that they read Urdu 4 days and Hindi 2 days in the week.”
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REPORT OF THE BENGAL PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE. .
e PART L

Tae ProGress oF EDUCATION IN BENGAL TP TO THE DATE
£ EpvcarioNn DESPATCH OF 1854.

OF THE .

- .1 Public instruction was known in India from very early times. . The
a.uﬂ.\ors of the Vedic Hymns are deseribed as surrounded by large bodies of

lc The Code of Manu laid down that the youth of the twice-born
Mehould reside for years with their preceptors before assuming the house-
“holder’s dutics, Learning was in fact a quasi-religious obligation upon the
higher classes of Hindus, and it was imparted, at first by Brahmins as fa.mnly
. andsthen by the more learned among them as publie teachete 3

numerous in the country.
land mado by the sovercign.

REPORT 3

or

THE EDUCATION COMMISSION.

CITAPTER 1.
INTRODUCTORY.

1. Appointment of the Commission,—On the grd February 188z,
Government of India appointed an Bdueation Commission, with a view.
enquiring into the working of the cxisting system of Public Instruction, an
to the further extension of that system on a popular basis. The Commiss
consisted of the twenty-one mombers noted below* and & secretary. A cert
number of members were selected from each of the Presidencies and Proving
cxcepting Burma and Assam; and care was taken, in their seleotion, tha
they should fairly represent the various races and classes interosted in Ind
cdueation.

to the Commission were”
ted the 3rd

the 10th July

The Tonocrable W. W. Hosres, B.A. LL.D., C.LE. Member of the Vicerny's Legislative Council.
Mombers :
o Sevmn Asouan, Knan Raions, C8T. (ho alerwards witharew and wan vucecoded by -

stary to the Government of Tndia in the Finaneis) Department
il o th G i Diviiy Cllis, Gl

Pulio Intreskon, Benga
Ynnnl-a\ e Agra Collage, North-’ Wesern Pt

., Tospector of Schools, Bengal.
0. Passsom, N4, Tnspector of Sehoots, Pusjab.
bic Mabersja Sir Jorsxpso Mowsx Tasor, K.CSIL, Mewber of the Viceray's Le
.4, LB, Bersieter.at- Law, Bombay.
of Fuunper, Northe-Westoro Provinces. ;
Reator of St. Josepls Collegs, Negapatam {aow ut Trichinopoly).
3, Bso M, pector Generai of Education, Cratral Provinces.
s, Hagx Guvnaar Tancr, Tuoj

Secretary ¢
L3¢+ B . Riax, Director of Public Tnserustion, Mysore wnd Coorg.

inted in cotenso us Spuendd & to this Roport, aad & v
is pri 7
g19)

~‘was the origin of the seats of Sanskrit learning,

or tols, which are

smerf i

THGiF nrafomees aid pupils saBsisled oo et of

. Mcfmﬁes.mwm

Q. 1~hatisfhe preet stafo of edusfion |
among the Mabammadaus of Bengalsad Belar?

Q. 2=What are the canses which hare | 0
litherto prevented the Mubammadaus of hese
provinss from avaling themselvs lagely of
English eduation?

ALY A=l props ososmer thess b0 quos
fims togetber, and with  view oset frth cloaly
heauses which have preventel the Mutammadans
fom aalng themelves gely of Bglih de
cation, L wish to all alention o the fclitis for
Auafion waich they posmsed not further then
6 yearsagn, I my opiion, theprset v

* Ty e of i g the Mobommade

ans o Bengaland Behar isitimately eomnentel
with, 19 wob the divet oi] prin of, ther
yolitia beadenge, T e
m,, the shng doste aly i ol
whld 1 Uyl kel aone {lem
\ml b Oy g ot whilst Anlic and

Posion eS8 anliy, the study
oi Lglish mas &, great iscounhy T]m were |

ofher at Hooghly, where Anlic o Pesin m
stmhal wp bothe hxghelt standand,

of Bengal ad Bear m
these eallegs Simple o of Knoslalg was ot
the ok mofive whieh induced thes sudents o
leare the istant homes and lve for yens it
Calata or Hooghly, A st of wondy guin
was robably the prncpal molve; for o tadent
wiho obtaind asentor Atalioschelaship wascertain
of obtaiving a Monsiibi, » Sudder Aminship,
and sometines a Prncipal Suddor Aninship, The
studats, when they came to Cluttaor Hooghly,
fook upther abude i the bonss ovmelbtodo
Muhammadzns‘ Thebyrd nd i hich ey

‘recived wenh by the vam of . In tho yer

1835, the Heal Mouliof the Hoggbly Madas,
Moulyi Akar Shah, boarded and lodged 30 to 40
siudents. Bvery gentlenanof position and veans
stpplil boaed .uul ol to at least bmo or three
=tuden s, In Caleatt m, thire s o orgee fld,
A great proporion of tho tudents who can o
belonged to 2 very fuerion chs of socity, nd
thy fond olgigs i th ouss o Eueopnn

A oyt Ml s, oo Clnta ud the | gl oo ol i thoe i

Thogdl s

8
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Zvidence of MouLvi SYED AMIR TOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur.

Ques. 1.—Please state what opportunities you
have had of forming an opinion on the subject of
eduecation in India, and in what -Province your
experience has been gained.

Ans. 1.—1 entered the Government service 21
vears ago. I have cver since tuken an interest in
the education of my countrymon, tl lay

of e -

districts of Behar and Bengal. I have been em-
plo!ed, since its establishment in the year 1872-73;
and I wag appointed Seoretary of that Committee
in the district of the 24-Pergnunalis in the year
1879, which uppointment I still hold, In the year
1872-78, while holding the post of Sub-divisional
Officer in one of the Behar distriels, 1 was en-
trusted with the duty of earrying out the scheme
of primary education formulated by Sir George
Campbell, and the District Officer of Gya thus
noticed my services in that direction in his educa-
tion report Tor 1872-78 :—

“The Sub-divisional Officer of Nowada has personally
taken a lively interest in the scheme of primary education,
and was the first to carry ont the scheme in a full and
comprehensive wanner, My acknowledgments are specially
due to him.”

In the year 1880 I wrote a pamphlet on Mu-
hammadan education in Bengal after a careful study
of the subject, The pamphlet received the atten-
tive consideration of His Ilonour the Lieutenant.
Governor and the Director of. Public ILustruction,

and some of thﬁs;iuggpsﬁohé therein made were

-accepted by the Government.

" "Ques. 2—Do you think that in your Provinee

the system of primary education has been placed
i ent up

on a s und basis, and is capable of de
to the requirements of the commun
ioe

oV

| the requirements of the commurity. Up to the

year 1571-72 less attention seems ‘o have been

-paid by the Bengal Government to this branch of

. gi-:li&-imtmctiog; but pnder the orders passed by
- George Campbell on the 30th September

'1872,3 real and substantial effort was made to

establish a good system of primary education
throughout Bengal.  The measures preseribed were
of the simplest character. The district officers
and the educational authorities were ordered tp
work together in promoting the rural education of
the country, by hunfing up the then existing in-
digenous schools, bringing them on ' their books,
and subsidising them with fixed monthly grants
varying from Rs, 2-8 to Rs. 6. The district
officers were alsp asked to open new primary.
schools” or pathsalas where none existed. ' No.
immediate change was enjoined in the mode of
teaching then in vogue in the village pathsalas,
but a training class was ordered to be established
at each district and snb-divisional head-quarters to
train the newly-appointed gurws in the improved
method of teaching. The oflicers interested in' the
management.-of the primary schools were, however,
direeted to observe the following principles as re-
gards the description of education to be imparted ;—
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* Resolution, page 4. Appended to the Report
of the Bengal Director of Public Lustrucsion
for 1880-81.

QupstioNn No, 1.

‘Will you please state your views as to the
present state of Primary BEducation amongst
the Mahomedans of Bengal, and describe
the mcans which you would suggest for
extending and improving the same ?

ANSWER.

I find from the tables given at page 107
of the General Roport on Public Inmstruc.
tion in Bengal for 1850-81, that during that
year the number of Mahomedan boys in
Primary  Schools in Bengal, Behar and
Orissa, was 1,56,051, out of a total popula-
ton of about 21 millisns,—a proportion

which speaks for

I think that there is not, at the present
time, a complete system hased on sound prin-
ciples for the Primary Rducation of the Ma-
homedan Peasantry of Bengal. In connection
with this matier, I venture to question the
correctness of the observations made in
Para. 7 of the Resolution* of the Bengal
Government, ‘dated  the 19th ., November
1881 :—< The ordinary Primary Schools of
“ the country are believed to be in general
‘s fully suited to the requirements of Mas
““homedan as of Hindu pupils, the Vorna.
“eular of the former being in mnearly all
“cascs that of the reople among}whom
“they live; but the Lieutenunt-Gove)'nor
““is glad to observe that the practice of suly-
“ sidising Mahomedan Malkiads on condition
“of their teaching the Vernacular and a
““little Arithmetic in addition to the Koran,
“ has been extended with successful results.’”

These Maktads which are essentially
schools for teaching the recitation of the
Koran are resorted to more by the Middle
than by the Lower classes; and although
subsidising them may encourage the spread

" of Primary Tducation amongst the Middle

classes, it can scarcely improve the position

CALCUTTA,
20th March 1882.

[ 11 1]

v 1
knowledge of Hindi impar_ted to ) L\h:me,::bi,
i 11 extent which migl priale
L(l) theto i:,ad and write theIlindi character
‘ mmmatter of a few months’ study for aSy
?jdent of average parts who has ahc;:"y
Zeen well grounded in his own Vernacular.

ABDOOL LUTEET.
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j@: G E. Lambourn, Bengal District Gazetteers : Malda, (Calcutta : The Bengal
Secretariat Book Depot, 1918), p. 36 ; L.S.S. O’Malley, Bengal District Gazetteers :
Patna, (Calcutta: Bengal Secretariat Book Depot, 1907), p. 80.
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(T TG TE qC, “The north and central thanas of Habra,
Deganga, Barasat, Dum-Dum and Tollygunge. The drinking water is here

very bad, being derived mainly from tanks polluted by surface drainage; the
drainage channels are blocked and there are numerous swamps, and the
homesteads are surrounded by dense jungle, Malaria is very prevalent.”*

SIE (SR 51 7S SIF W37 f=eT: “The eastern thanas of Baduria
and Basirhat. The inhabitants are, for the most part, sturdy Mohammadans;
the country is now healthy, and the main crop is jute, which yields a

handsome profit to the cultivators.”
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WIEARRE % W"Bﬁf ¢, “Anopheles mosquitoes, which transmit
malaria, breed in the stagnant water of many of these tanks and also in the
rice fields, while are likewise responsible for the propagation of malaria. In
the western portion of the district malarial fevers are comparatively rare,
owing to the undulating character of the land and the previous nature of the

soil which lend themselve to efficient drainage.”*
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o, wpieere | fSf J0ee, “The houses are buried in groves of fruittrees and

bamboos, which afford indeed a pleasant shade but act as an effective
barrier to the circulation of the air, and increased the humidity of the already
over humid atmosphere. The Civil Surgeon has found that excellent results
have attended the clearance of bamboo jungle in places where fever has
been particularly bad.”*
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J@:  Census of India 1921, Bengal, Vol. V, Part II, Calcutta : Bengal Secretariat Book
Depot, 1923, p. 4.
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